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estinian peace
conflict, many

eadership W€ believe

[sraeli-P ai

: er to decl
their support for rob are As American Christian leaders with 2
peacem i obust U.S. we have come together at a ime of great opportunrty :
aking efforts and 1sraelis and Palestinians despair of the possrbrlity of peace, et with your
call for meanin gful to the promise of two viable, secure and independent states can D realized.
. roqr
achieve a jUSt and |p . gress to We commend youl message 10 the people of the iddle East & your challenge 10 all of us 10 work for Holy
in the Hol asting peace and peace as We seek 10 build a MOI€ positive future for the people of the region and the world. We ar€ grateful
oly Land. This lett that you have ;dentified resolution of the 1srac {_Palestinian conflict as a toP priority and made clear your
was Sig ned bv S er Administration’ ¢ commitment (o sustained, hands-on diplomacy: As you emba Kk on peace efforts, W€ ask you
et Ki . y or. Mary Mar ga- to provide a cle framework for an end tO the conflict, help Tsraelis and Palestimans make the difficult decisions
immins, OSF pecessary 10 achieve lasting peace, nd hold both parties tO account whe they fail t onor their commitments-
P . I
re.S ident of Franciscan M. President, YOU have assumed office at one of the most critical moments in the long history of this conflict.
Action Network. Bi While the ‘nternational community and majorities of the Israell and Palestinian people are all committed o a tWO
H ork, Bisho P state solution as the best option for achieving peace and security; the window of opportunity is rapidly closing.
oward Hubbard. Chai Continued settlement growth and expansion are rapidly diminishing any possibiiity for the creation of 2 viable
of Commi ! dirman palestinian state. The targeting of Israelt civilians through ongoin rocket fire and the insistent rejection by some
. mittee on Internati of Israel’s right t0 exist reinforces ihe destructive status quo- These actions, along with the route of the separation
Justice and Pe ional barrier, MOV ement restrictions, and continued home Jemolitions, serve to unde ine Palestinians and Israelis alike
<en Hacket ace at USCCB. and who seek peace: As hope dims, (€ threat of violence grows and hardliners af¢ strengthened.
ett : '
of Catholi ' !Dres ident We share a common commitment O all the people of the Holy Land—Jews, istians and Mushims— and are
ic Relief Services partieuiariy concerned with the plight of the Palestinian Christian €O unity. In the birthplace of our faith, OD€
. of the W orld’s oldest Christian communities 18 dwindling rapidly; and with them the possrbrhty of a day when
SUPPORT B three thriving faith communities live in sh ed peace 1N Jerusalem. M. President, it is apparent that unless there
OLD ACTIO is an israeii—Paiestinian eace a reement Christians in the oly Land ma cease 10 existas a viable communt
PEACE IN THE H N FOR peace 2& y y y
. OLY LAND: Now is indeed the time for . nmediate and bold American Jjeadership- Fruitful diplomacy will require U-S
IGN AN ECUME engagement with a Palestinian unity govemment ~ommitted 0 peace with the state of Israel. W€ commend your
TO PR NICAL LETTER important ((atements Pressing both Israel and the Palestinians to 1ve ub ‘o their obligations. and we urge Your
ESIDENT OBAM Administration to continue tO bolster Palestinian capacity to halt violence and continue tO demonstrate firm
SUPPORTIN A Jedication o a viable Palestinian <iate by exhibiting 1 tolerance for Tsracli settlement activity. While W orking
p G STRONG U.S to end rocket attacks against the people of southern Israel, the §. should also seck immediate celief for the
EACEMAKING e population of Gaza—living in rubble and without basicC neeessities/by ending restrictions On pumanitarian
EFFORTS. goods and opening the borders O reconstrucion material, commerce and transit1n @ secure manner
We welcome your call for people on both sides 1O recognize the pain and aspiraions of the othe Because Of
this conflict many nhave lost the ability to s€€ the other as human beings W rthy of digmty and respec An entire
eneration of Tsraelis and Palestinians has grown up amidst violence and hatred. We pledge 1O join with you 10
TA KE A work with and support those in both societies who seek peace, justice, and security; standing beside those who hope
CTI O N N OW | for a better future for themselves and for the generations hat follow
R = SR R G : The current political stalemate and declining situation on the ground demonstrate that Tsraelis and Palestinians
A i{‘:’. Fr 8 A M W e cannot reach @ negotiated agreement without a strone helping hand. We Urge your Administration to presen
| i O 9 sScan Action. N S roposals that £9 beyond the met rinciple of tWO states and 1ay out a just and equitable solution that provides
B ed M Cpeitof S § Vv Or|< dignity, security and sovereignty for poth people Moreover, W€ appreciate your strong support for a
Visit Franci | R, 3 if‘“"ﬂofeﬁs comprehensive peace and we 100 forward O diplomatic efforts tO build upon th historic Arab Peace [nitiative,
; ciscan Action Network o with its offer of recognition and normalization of relations with Israel 10 exchange for an end to the occupation
L ra i °
IlOWu uavnv ; nmscanactlon,org There 1s 1O greater work than the Psalmist’s call to ““seek peace and pursue ;> and no MOTC critical time than
make a bold move i now 10 finally end the conflict in the Holy Land (Ps. 34:14). We stand ready 1O support your bold action and
e In support are rallying Christians nationwide around robust U. peacemaking efforts tO achieve Israeii—Paiestinian peace.
Our prayers and mutual commitment are with you in this difficult and most important task.
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